
 
Getting Ready for Florida’s Data Call 

Things that Just Don’t Fit Anywhere Else 

During the course of these presentations, we’ve suggested approaches to using your closing software and  

your accounting systems to capture some of the data points for the Florida Data Call.   We’ve suggested 

several different approaches that might be suitable for capturing the allocations of labor for completing 

Schedule B.  But through each, there were certain things that just didn’t seem to fit, which couldn’t be 

captured by any one system.   This sheet recaps some of the data points that seem to fall though the cracks 

and our thoughts on how they may be approached.  

Manual Data Collection 

1. Historic Information.  

2. Lines 1-29 of the Data Call 

3. Schedule A 

These items were each discussed in Part I of this program and are relatively straight forward.   Please 

keep in mind that only partial information is required for years 2010 – 2013, and many of those data 

points are directly tied to specific lines on your tax returns.    Employee counts at the end of each quarter 

will likewise be tied back to your employment tax returns.  

Because the information is relatively easy to compile and of a nature that there is little efficiency to be 

gained in capturing the data through the course of the year, these data call categories are probably best 

compiled manually shortly before time to submit.   

May Require Setting up New Systems 

1. Claims & Losses 

a. Schedule C – Last two columns dealing with Losses & Claims 

b. Counts of Losses and Claims – Lines 84(a), (b) and 85(a)    

If you have modified the chart of accounts for your accounting system so that you are tracking expense 

categories in the data call, the above data call items will still require additional work.   If your office has a 

relatively small number of claims/losses each year, a manual compilation when preparing the data call 

may be the most appropriate answer.   If you have more than a few claims/losses, or concern over missing 

some of the smaller ones (oops, we miscounted pages), you might consider developing a claims log in 

which you gather the basic information about each claim – policy, rate category, type of loss/claim, etc.  

when a claim comes in.  Then at year end post the actual expenses incurred for each claim out of your 

accounting system.   This approach seems to fit nicely with the “complaint log” required under ALTA 

Best Practices.  

2. Information about Searches  

a. 33(a) 3
rd

 Party Searches 

b. 33(b) Purchased Searches 

c. 34(a)-(d) Breakout of those searches 

3. 35 Non-Title Insurance Products 
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For many of our agents, these categories are not currently tracked well.  Some closing software will track 

the title searches you provide to others 33(a) and the non-title products you sell 35, and some will track 

the searches ordered from third parties 33(b) -- but none we are aware of track the subcategories of 34(a)-

(d), so each office should develop some mechanism for tracking these orders as part of its workflow.  

Potential Problem Areas 

As you are developing the systems and approaches to be implemented in your office, pay special attention 

to:  

1. Anything that spans different information systems 

2. Reimbursable Expenses 

3. “Butler” Rebates 

4. Changes made after the HUD-1 has been finalized in your system. 

5. Bank Fees and other expenses paid out of “interest credits” 

As we’ve discussed in the various parts of this program, items that move between different systems 

present some unique difficulties in the data call and special consideration should be given to how you 

plan to tack those items.  

Disclaimer: 

There are many ways to capture the information required in the Florida Data Call.   WFG National Title Insurance 

Co. (WFG) does not direct, mandate or require its agents to track the information in any particular manner.  Each 

agency is free to determine for itself the best way for it to comply with Florida’s Data Call requirements.  We 

encourage each of our agents to have a serious discussion with your accountants and to give careful thought to how 

you will capture the information necessary for complying with the Data Call and how that fits into managing your 

business.   

And of course, in doing so, you are welcome to use any of the materials we have provided as a sample for 

discussion, and to alter, modify, amend or ignore it entirely in whatever manner seems to suit your unique needs and 

business goals.  Please keep in mind that all of our materials are based on our current understanding of the 

requirements of the Data Call, but there are some ambiguities and open questions that we hope will be clarified.  We 

may have “guessed wrong” about how those questions will ultimately be answered. We encourage each agent to 

submit their questions about the data call and its requirements to the Florida Land Title Association at www.flta.org 

for development of industry-wide guidance.  

WFG expressly disclaims all warranties of quality, accuracy or suitability for any specific purpose, whether 

express or implied, including the warranties of merchantability and fitness for particular purpose of any of 

the handouts provided for our Data Call programs.  The Agent acknowledges that it has not been induced by any 

statements or representations of any person with respect to the quality or condition, suitability or accuracy of these 

materials and that no such statements or representations have been made.   WFG further disclaims any and all 

responsibility to update this resource to reflect additional information or interpretations that may be made of the 

Florida Data Call.  
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